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The Journey Continues
A Collaborative Exhibition with Allen M. Hart
and the Children of The Children’s Aid Society

The opportunity to develop the arts program 

at the old Lower West Side Center (Greenwich 

Village Center) of  The Children’s Aid Society was a 

labor of love for Allen. It gave him the resources to 

raise a family, and continue to paint, while sharing 

his knowledge of the arts with the community in 

Greenwich Village. Exhibiting his work alongside 

today’s CAS youth is an opportunity to continue 

the marriage of using working artists to inspire our 

children to grow creatively.

 Allen’s passions have been a driving force for him 

throughout his lifetime.  The love of life, coupled 

with the ironies our society provides are translated 

through his work in deep introspective surveys of 

color and content.

 The Beastiary series on exhibit here reflects the 

artist’s absurd view of reality. The animals seem to 

have human souls, and are trying to convey their 

own stories to us. The technique of glazing color 

is used here to create a three dimensional effect, 

where the images seem to be alive, and coming out 

from the canvas.

 His landscapes are strong representations of his 

perception of  the world around him. The broad 

use of color exaggerates the artist’s perception of 

nature. 

 In addition to the work shown here, Allen has 

created volumes of  book art. The constant drive 

to express himself through the many mediums he 

has worked keeps the artist extremely productive 

since his retirement from The Children’s Aid 

Society. Despite overcoming the physical obstacles 

of aging, and the limitations his body has set, he 

continues to be extremely productive. Allen is 

indeed an inspiration to us all.

The mission of The Children’s Aid Society (CAS) is 

to ensure the physical and emotional well being of 

less advantaged children and families.  Founded in 

1853, CAS is one of the nation’s oldest and largest 

non-sectarian agencies. Today, CAS serves 150,000 

of New York’s neediest children and their families 

with a network of services that include community 

schools, neighborhood centers, camps, adoption 

and foster care services, health, arts and recreation, 

education and teen pregnancy prevention.  

 The Children’s Aid Society believes that the 

exposure to the arts and arts education are critical 

to the intellectual and social development of every 

child.  The benefits derived from the participation 

in arts programs can truly transform the lives of 

children.  Arts significantly contribute to a child’s 

self-esteem, academic capability, problem solving 

ability and leadership skills. Arts often provide 

the only means for self-expression when words 

sometimes fail.   

 At a time when public school funding for arts 

programs has been drastically reduced and the 

families that Children’s Aid serves rarely can 

afford private art lessons, CAS continues to fill 

that gap by offering a wide range of programs at 

our community schools and centers.  Whether it 

be -- dance, music, theater, poetry, or visual arts, 

CAS remains committed to providing quality arts 

programs that will develop skills that are invaluable 

to a child’s futures success in life.

 The Journey Continues is the culminating 

exhibition of the diverse visual arts programming 

at CAS this past fall and winter, in tandem with one 

of CAS’ Veteran arts program creators, Allen M. 

Hart.  As 19 of our sites have visual arts programs, 

with more than 200 classes offered weekly, we 

wanted to take this opportunity to celebrate 

children’s creative expression in the visual arts.  

New York City, this international art center in 

which we live, has produced children who respond 

to arts endeavors with excitement and imagination, 

reflecting the energy, vitality and diversity of this 

city we love.


